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(Editor's Note: Janet Bednarek's research, "Fond of Flying: General Aviation," is embargoed 
until Friday, Feb. 14. She will present the paper at the annual meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science in Denver.) 
IN WAKE OF 9/11 AND COLUMBIA, WHAT'S THE FUTURE OF FLIGHT? 
HISTORIAN TRACES ITS HISTORY ON EVE OF WRIGHT BROTHERS' ANNIVERSARY 
DAYTON, Ohio - As the world prepares to celebrate the 100th anniversary of flight, 
Americans endure increased security measures at airports and worry about the future of the 
space program in the aftermath of the Columbia shuttle tragedy. 
What does the future for flight hold? 
It won't be "an airplane in every garage," as some people predicted after Wilbur and 
Orville Wright's first flight nearly a century ago, according to Janet Bednarek, an aviation 
historian at the University of Dayton. "Temporary flight restrictions have become a way of life 
for pilots in the U.S. (since 9 /11). Despite strong protests from many in aviation, they are 
issued frequently and often with little advance notice." 
Bednarek will trace the history of flight and offer observations of the future at the 
annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in Denver this 
month. She will participate in the discussion, "Taking Off: A Century of Human Flight," from 
2:30 to 5:30p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14, at the Denver Marriott City Center Hotel. Her book, 
Dreams of Flight, is expected to be published this summer right before Dayton's Inventing Flight 
organization stages a three-week celebration in July to pay tribute to the Wright brothers. 
"All aviation in the United States will need to adjust to new realities. Forecasting the 
future of general aviation is difficult at best," said Bednarek, chair of the history department at 
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the University of Dayton and a licensed pilot. "Flight still manages to capture the imagination 
of at least a few dreamers seeking a future in which many, if not most, will fly." 
Much of her research focuses on how aviation inspired women and African Americans, 
who saw aviation careers as a way to greater equality in society. 
"While both military and commercial aviation for the most part were closed to women 
throughout much of the 20th century, women were able to find a niche, albeit a small one, in 
general aviation," said Bednarek, pointing out that women joined the ranks of the barnstormers, 
were air racers, owned and operated flight schools and worked as bush pilots in Alaska. 
Bednarek belongs to an elite club. Only 6 percent of the nation's licensed pilots are women. 
"Both women and blacks were prohibited from participating in commercial and military 
aviation until World War II," she noted. "African American males began breaking down the 
botmdaries in the 1940s, but it would be the 1970s before women of any race found the doors to 
commercial and military aviation open to them." 
Although the airplane is one of the most influential inventions of the past century, the 
number of licensed pilots has declined from a high of just over 827,000 in 1980 to nearly 
650,000 today, according to Bednarek. The cost, including liability insurance, puts small 
aircraft out of the price range of most people. 
"One bright spot is the emergence of the homebuilt movement," she said. "Since the 
early years of aviation, backyard tinkerers had produced their own aircraft either from scratch 
or from parts purchased from manufacturers." 
It's reminiscent of how Wilbur and Orville Wright built the world's first flying machine in 
the back of their bicycle shop in Dayton. "In some ways, after a century of flight, we've come 
full circle," Bednarek said. 
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For media interviews, contact Janet Bednarek at (937) 229-2848 or 
Janet.Bednarek@notes.udayton.edu. She will be in Denver from Feb. 13-16 and can be reached 
at (303) 297-1300. For a copy of the paper or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Teri 
Rizvi at (937) 229-3241 or rizvi@udayton.edu. For more information, see 
http:/ /www.aviationexperts.org. 
